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of Northwest Indiana’s unions, these individ-
uals have committed themselves to making a
significant contribution to the growth and de-
velopment of the economy of the First Con-
gressional District, and | am very proud to rep-
resent them in Washington, DC.

——————
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to voice my opposition to the Pales-
tinian Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006.

Madam Speaker, this bill claims that its goal
is to ensure that no United States funding
goes to support Hamaas, a foreign terrorist or-
ganization that has terrorized thousands and
seeks the destruction of Israel. Were this what
the bill in fact does, | would support it. How-
ever, the bill before us today goes much fur-
ther than what is needed to achieve its stated,

oal.

g First, H.R. 4681 severely restricts U.S. fund-
ing to the many non-governmental organiza-
tions that provide critical aid and services to
the Palestinian people, and allows for such
funding without a presidential waiver for the
most basic of services, such as food and shel-
ter. This serves no good purpose. Limiting
NGO funding in this manner will only increase
the hardship of the Palestinian people. Yes, it
is possible that this increased hardship may
drive Palestinians to turn against the Hamas-
controlled Palestinian government. At the
same time, however, the cause of this addi-
tional hardship—the termination in U.S. hu-
manitarian aid—will provide a ready excuse to
Hamas, allowing it to blame the United States,
and others, for its failure. This is not in our in-
terest.

We must not give this “out” to Hamas. In-
stead, we must ensure that, when Hamas fails
in its attempt to govern, as it certainly will, it
will not be able to blame the United States or
any other party for its inability to deliver what
the Palestinian people expected.

Second, restricting United States aid to
NGOs in this manner will hurt the very people
we should be assisting. The Palestinian peo-
ple are facing an economic crisis that goes
beyond basic food and shelter, and includes
education, public health, economic develop-
ment and physical infrastructure. It is in the
United States’ interest to provide such assist-
ance if we are in fact in support of a two-state
solution and peace in the Middle East.

Third, placing tight restrictions and sanctions
on those parts of the Palestinian Authority that
are not controlled by Hamas is a serious mis-
take, for it precludes our executive branch
from working with governmental officials who
may be viable options to Hamas. Other provi-
sions in the bill—restricting the ability of all
Palestinian Authority representatives to travel
in the United States, interfering with the par-
ticipation of Palestinian Authority representa-
tives in international organizations, and refus-
ing assistance to the Pestinian judiciary—are
petty actions that will not, in any way, advance
peace in the Middle East.

There is a high likelihood that as a result of
this bill, Hamas and the Palestinian Authority
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will turn around and seek the support from
wealthy Arab and Muslim states, as well as
extremist governments, like Iran and Syria.
The message that this bill sends will push the
Palestinian people away from us and quite
possibly, the peace process. It will isolate
them and force them to become more depend-
ent on Hamas and their extremist supporters.
This is not in our interest.

Madam Speaker, it is clear that the purpose
of our every response to the Hamas electoral
victory and to the fact that it now controls the
Palestinian Authority must be (i) to deny any
form of direct assistance untii Hamas re-
nounces its terrorist traditions and policy, (ii) to
assist in the delivery of humanitarian aid and
relief to the Palestinian people, and (iii) at
least for as long as Hamas does not actively
engage in or support violence, to refrain from
any actions that will deepen the divide be-
tween the Palestinian people and this country,
thereby allowing some room for progress to
occur. The bill under consideration fails to
meet two of these criteria. For these reasons,
| will not support it.

————
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Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise in support of H.R. 4681, The Palestinian
Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006. This legislation
promotes the development of democratic insti-
tutions in areas under the administrative con-
trol of the Palestinian Authority. It comes at a
time when the demand for responsible demo-
cratic leadership is needed more than ever be-
fore in the Middle East. | am proud that | was
one of 295 members to co-sponsor this legis-
lation, which would restrict aid to the Hamas-
controlled Palestinian Authority until Hamas
meets a series of conditions, including re-
nouncing terrorism and accepting Israel’s right
to exist as a Jewish state.

This legislation explicitly states that it shall
be U.S. policy that no U.S. Government officer
or employee shall negotiate or have sub-
stantive contacts with members or official rep-
resentatives of Hamas, Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade, or any
other Palestinian terrorist organization, until
such organization recognizes Israel’s right to
exist, and renounces the use of terrorism. Ad-
ditionally, any Palestinian government must
recognize and accept all previous Israel-PLO
agreements and understandings.

Having taken over the government of the
Palestinian Authority, PA, Hamas has reiter-
ated its commitment to violence and the de-
struction of Israel by endorsing suicide attacks
on Israelis and appointing a man connected to
the murder of Americans in Gaza as the new
PA Interior Minister. Hamas’ continued dedica-
tion to terrorism has already prompted the
United States and its allies to end nearly all
aid to the PA, with exceptions for humanitarian
assistance. However, this bill permits certain
assistance to Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas in recognition of his commitment to a
non-violent resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.
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The internationally backed Roadmap for
Peace requires that the Palestinian Authority
launch “sustained, targeted, and effective op-
erations aimed at confronting all those en-
gaged in terror.” The Palestinian Authority
cannot call for the destruction of Israel if it is
ever to be a serious partner for peace.

Finally, the members of the Palestinian Au-
thority must assure us that they are focused
on a better future for the Palestinian people
and in order to do so, they must take steps to
recognize Israel and its right to exist. The Pal-
estinian Authority must be pressured to real-
ize, that a government that fails to condemn
terrorism, or, states its commitment to elimi-
nate a fellow member of the community of na-
tions is a government that cannot be consid-
ered a serious partner for peace.

| strongly encourage my colleagues, to vote
in support of H.R. 4681, The Palestinian Anti-
Terrorism Act of 2006.

——————
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Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 4681 because it inappropriately
uses a blunt instrument to clumsily attempt to
achieve Middle East peace. If this carelessly
written and unnecessary legislation becomes
law, it will set the lIsraeli-Palestinian peace
process back further and result in additional
Israeli and Palestinian deaths.

H.R. 4681 weakens moderate pro-peace
Palestinians. This legislation does not discrimi-
nate in imposing sanctions against both
Hamas and non-Hamas controlled elements
and officials of the Palestinian Authority, PA.
H.R. 4681 bans all aid to the Palestinian Leg-
islative Council, PLC, and PA agencies and in-
strumentalities, including those not controlled
by Hamas. Among the officials this bill pro-
hibits from receiving assistance is Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas, who has been in-
strumental in counterbalancing Hamas and
working toward a peaceful solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

This legislation undermines diplomatic ef-
forts to achieve a lasting peace in the Middle
East. This bill prohibits all members of the PA
regardless of their affiliation or non-affiliation
with Hamas—from obtaining visas necessary
for diplomatic travel. This ill-advised rule will
prevent the United States from fully engaging
and bolstering moderate Palestinian leaders
who recognize and support peace with Israel.

Even as the United Nations reports of an
impending humanitarian disaster in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, this bill imposes unnec-
essarily strict sanctions on providing aid to
Palestinian groups and non-government orga-
nizations not affiliated with Hamas. Under this
legislation, the Palestinian people could re-
ceive essential medicine, but funds for democ-
racy assistance, economic development, and
sanitation infrastructure would be prohibited.
This legislation therefore makes more likely a
humanitarian crisis that will increase support
for extremism, thereby endangering Israel and
further destabilizing the region.

H.R. 4681 also ties the President’s hands in
dealing with emergency security and humani-
tarian crises. The bill limits the President’s
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